Duo Dickinson

This is an edited version of a talk
frresented by Do Pickinson
(B.Avch, 19771 fo the Arbansas
ebapier of the AALA. [hickinsen won
a House of the Yoar awarel from
Architecwral Record in 1985, and
i JORT wras ropresented b House
Beautilul s Best Sweall Hovse
compelition. Also in 1997 1'ogres-
sive Architectore feadirvd bis work
i the Younge Archbitects isswe, 1he
ﬁrfﬂmq‘ugl“wr,‘Ju‘Mrmm o N
thebwedit Profect avvard from the
Concrete Sociely of America.

Dickinson s work inclieles resi-
dervces i Newr Yok and Conrnecti-
ctal, commercial and instifitional
elesigns, and historic preservation
Jrrvjects. e has werillen numerous
articles as well as o books,
Adliling On and The Small House,
both prblished by MeCGraw-1Hil,
Also fiom McGraw-Hill is the forth-
coming Common Walls, Private
PMaces, a work on atteched

The Architect and the House:
Building Relationships

housing. Dickinson is principal of
the firm Duo Dickivson, Archifect,
ine Madison, Connecticid, and
teaches architectural design at
Yeale.

ouses have o uni([u-\:

place in our hearts aned
minds. They are at once
|l|u111nsl._[ﬂmili:1r aned Y-

cratic of biildings. A house
consumes the lion's share ol
our wallet and the sw |
side of our material dreams.
Suceessful houses not only it
their particular occupants but
also serve as cultural icons,

Although everyone is an expert
about his or her dream house,
Building or renows :
is one of the most
discretionary acts poss
empowers and threatens,

wl depresses, and
a family its

worlely foc
Because experience is not
mandatory in designing a
house, young archilects often
design privine residences,
Moreover, architect-d
houses can be the b
esole The results can be an
ever-widkening cirele of legen-
dary blunders and inser
ties: it leaks, it rots; you trip,
you freeze; doors hit each
other; furniture doesn’t fit. The
client ends up hur, angry, and
broke.

Why is it that despite unlimited
energy and enthusiasm so
many things can go wrong?

First of all, in architecture
school students are judged by
the quality of their work—the
product of their labor. When
designing a house, however,

encouniges architects o be
visionary, direct, and focused.

Left unanswered in the ¢
room is the quality of fit
hetween the house and the
housed. Architeet-designed
houses can be so pristinely
distilled or exuberantly expres-
sive that they lose the wouch of
hunmanity that distinguishes a
house from other Kinds of
buildings.
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Whether the blind arrogance of
an architect or the confused
mativations of a client, the lack
of proper perspective Iriggers
most design failures. A house,
for instance, will not lix a
troubled marriage or nmiake
children love their parents, On
the other hand, il the architect's
hidden agenda is 1o use the
project o progress 1o bigger
and bewer commissions via

SR

Plon ond drowing of *A House for
Tuwo,” Vincent Mulcohy, architect ond
Comell foculty member, The house, ol
on the first Boor, hos shudy spoce for
two pcademics. It foces south ond
averlooks o voey,




|

A Model of the Porsio residence,
Viko Tashkawch (B Auch, 1965),
wrchitect, president of Pound Ridge
(ontemposaries, and member of the
callege’s Advisory Couadl, Toshkovich's
ovenriding design precccupation with
bght s exemplified in this 14,000
squarc-ool house under constuction in
Haerison, Hew York,

B “lskond House™ (under consing:
tian), Duo Dickinsan, onchitect,
Unlimited views dictote o screen of
gloss; prvocy demonds o semidetoched
bedioom,

C House in Weslchester, Duo
Dickinson, auchitec1, The dlient requasted
0 desige incorporaling “gvery window
you can think of.” (Phatogeoph by Mick
Hales,)

E Sewonoy I, Viuko Toshkovich,
oichitect. This 7, 500-square-fool howse
wos bilt o spec in Pound Ridge, Hew
Yok, in 1985, Bold horizantal planes
on Ihe south elovation interploy with
verticel magsing of chimaeys on the
eosl and wesl elevalions. (Pholograph
by Nosmon: MaGrath.)

F Model of o spec hose, Vuko
Toshkovich, orchitect. Toshhovich ueotes
and markers high-quality houses such as
this 7,500-squore-foot example. He ako
desugns for peivate dients,

cdlesigning for the camera and
publication, the client will be
pushed out of the picture with
unlonunate results,

Although the design and
buileling of a1 hewse is a loaded
proposition, the design process
itsell can be
used 1o reduce
anxiety, [e-
canse | seldom
know my
clients before
starting a
projeet, |
begin our as-

low-key,
open-ernded

that way I
open my mind
1o the clients and, from their

m i my musings, the

s reveal themselves 1o me,
Thes epros ol resiclential airehi
teets minst e bige enough 1o
listen 1o the prople whese
chreams they are crystalliving, 10
tention e the builder

re working with, and,
when renovating, 1o reapect the
buildling they are re-creating,

Designing a house is inherently
pressurized, Mrightening, and
frustrning. Yel, more than any
other type of building. a house
can convey the quict power of
truth, and, like poctry or music,
it can have a resonant mcaning
that defies explicit analysis,

With the unprecedented
evolution of lifestyles over the

past twenty years, there are fow
programmatic givens left,
Nonetheless, 1 have stumbled
across i lew design absolues:

= A house that leaks is inher-
ently Mawed,

* A bad builder can poison
any project, no netter who the
architect.

= The more time invested in
the design, the better
the house,

* The more open the
design process for all
involved, the betier the
design product.

= Additions or renova-
tiens that mock the
parent building are
inapproprioe,

* Cheap thiills don't
weather well,

= No matier how
much money you have
when you begin
construction, i's never
enough.

The above rules have
aesthetic implications,
bt they are not
cxplicitly architectural.
Perhaps, with houses,
architeciural rules are best left
1 these who work together to
create a house—the owner, the
architeet, and the builder,

Dond G Tea houses designed for Comell
foculty in Elis Hollow, Ithaco; George
Hascup, orchitect ond Comel foculty
member, Above: lhe design of the
Krumhangl house incorporotes wood and
slee! beams lrom a tontroclor’s storoge
shed. Below: design lov the Terosoki
tesidence inclodes on ort gollery oddibon
and senavation of the existing house, which
wis ongaclly designed by Comell onch
itecture peofessor Thomas Canfield in 1955,




