Remodelinq your house is like

getting fitted for a suit of clothes. Only @
a skilled tailor can make a suit fit you

to a T, and anly an experienced archi-

tect or architectural designer can cre-
ate exoctly the kind of spoce you'rs
after. How do you find the right de-
signer for your project, and what do
you gain by working with a pro¥ Hare
are peinters from Cannecticut architec

Duo Dickinson, wha recently
Daniel and Lyn Gauthier &

pands less on the
ity of the desi
product than on the'
quality of the design
process. “Getting o
quality fit between the
house  and the
housed,” says Dickin-
son, “requires  fime,
trust, and communica-
fion." Architects and
their chents usually are
total strengers when
they begin warking to-
gether. To apen up the
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lines of communication, Dickinson starts the design process
with open-ended prefiminary drawings that prompt his clients
fo loosen up and react. This gives him a chance to leam mare
about  them before
narrowing in to a spe-

cific design concept.

Good de-

sign should  feel
good—to you os well
as to your architect.
Some orchitests get
carried away by their
ssion for artistic ex-

ion,  fargetting
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ts' tastes, hobits, and personal @

quirks. Most architects specialize
in commercial or institutional design projects. Those whe
choose remodelings es their speciclty are more fikely to do o
good job on that type of design becouse houses are their first
love. “Designing living spaces is not o stepping-stone for
me—it's what | care about,” says Dickinson,

He likans o well-designed home to postry or music: “It
resonates with meaning,” he says, “even when you con't

quite exploin its meaning in se continwed on page 92
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many wards, More than aiy other lype
aof Bullding, the infimate sensibilities of
a home call for o depth of defoil and
materal expression, Like frash bread or
apring water, o hame can be both fo-
millior and exhilarating.”

Gnirimgogwd fit is doubly

challenging when you're adding new
space 1o eld. To aveld what Dickinson
caolls o collision between old ond new,
your designer hos to be a time fraveler,
equally at home with the crchitecturs
of the past and that of tedey.

Atter lovingly restoring thew 1830s-
vintage farmhouse, Dan ond Lyn
Gouthier discovered they needed mare
room for thelr growing family, Thay
osked Dickinson to create on addition
that would neady deuble the home's
square footage without changing its
character, Their wish st induded o
bigger fomily raom and kitchen, a new
master badroom and bath, and a sec-
and staircase to the vpper level. Dick-

Glass-from
cupbaards in the
Ritchan and Franch
dowrs in the family
reem reinfores the
oddiien’s peried
flavor. Half-
windows below

the existing mass pristing, and wse i1s moterials and coloss for
the new mass.” He dedgned o separate two-story wing and
linked it 1o the ariginal structure with @ new frent entry. On
the exterior, he borrowed the original roof pitch, window
proportions, and trim, but “reinterpreted” them by mixing in
othar elaments, The result is what Dickinson calls “invigorot-
od federol” The Gouthiers ore dalighted with their new

in the new end new." says Lyn.
d on page 95

inson's odvice fo the Gaouthiers: “Keep

spoces. “"We're almost always
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“I parficlory enjoy being
able to make dinnar with the
children right thare,”

When you hire o
pro, you're likely fo discover
ond appreciate pleesant il-
tle surprises after the new
spoces foke shape, Good de-
signers offen add refine-
mants you hadn't thought of,
such as a deft monipulation
of light, o comfortable sense
of scole, or dever trim delaily
that seem to make the room.
Here, for example, bands of
subtle color put o contemgo-
rary spin on the columns'
Deric copitals, and ane cal-
umn rests on holf-round sec-
tions of flooring that form a
stair-steppad bate, The spirit
is unmistakobly traditional,
yot the treatment is anything
bt shuffy,

Emy architect operates differ-
eatly, but good communicalion is the
key to o successful remodeling. Dickin-
san begins by asking for o list of every-
thing the chent wants, fram mast ta
least important. Mext, he asks the cf-
ent to go through magozines ond se-
lct pictures they like. "That gives me o
rwal sanse of their prefarences,”’ he
says In the case of the Gouthiers, fheir
selecticns told him they liked Pallodion
windeows and calumns.

Ones the project gets rolling, it in-
volves almest dody interchanges
among the bullder, homeowners, and
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architect. “It's o limited part-
nership,” says Dickinson, "in
which everyane works with
everyone olse and ol reop
benefits. There are almost na
assumptions;  everything
should be folked through.”
Architects  alse  handle
day-to-day business  differ-
ently, Far example, when it
comes to figuring fees ond
other compensation, Dickin.
son offers his dients the
choice of paying on hourly
rate or a flat fee that's based
on a percentoge of the total
corst of the project. An howrly
rate soves the dients money
in the long run if the project is
relatively easy ta design and
they olreody have worked
out mony of the details or
features themsohves, 4 por-
centoge fee makes more
sense if the preject is com-
plex or the architect must be-
gin tom  scratch.  Some
architects charge percentoge
finess for jobs but houdy rates

Architects vsually offer o

with prospective cliante,
wide range of sarvices, but cer-

tain kinds may not be inchuded because the architect isn't
licensed in those areas of expertise. For example, Dickinson
doesn't do surveying, soil analysis, cost estimating, or lond-
scope design, but he will help obtoin these services from
qualified sources, Like most architects, he dossn't serve s the
purchating agent far the project: it's up to you to ploce
orders and make payments for materials. Types of services
vory considerably from one architect to anather, so you'll
want to discuss this aspect thoroughly with soch orchitect
you interview before deciding which one o hire. 8




