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A Modest House
for the Hamptons

Efficient design and a simple footprint terper the dramatic space and
architectural detailing of this eastern Long Island home

by Do Dickinson
W..-.....u_ ung Ma phe fimsd agr- el Coenal tetads were siiplificd, Boos o sl Irvvabualie msels o
plass modified, and new drawings senl for bid  this propect.

proached me aboul designing 8 home, they
e chsic wian dyad: cilyweary lawyers

gt sespie fon their sres prodes-
sianal fives. They had managed ta fnd a rela-
tively Inexponsive lot in chiz casiem Lang s
lard! and wene eager o bulld a vacation home

spaces, I g
and a prousdiy veslical presence

Like many young couples, however. thelr
e were bigger than their budget, sad our
praliminary designs necelved consnuction nics

A hirigs life 10 the
project—The six or seven bids that came in
ware ol higher tlm we had hoped, anly by

With comenonsense design aed Jim's ingu,
we ilinined a irice tag of 85 per sq. 1. for this
23005, 4, howse, The size of the reciangular
doundation was predilesmined by (o widih ro-

2bout 20%, b The last ou-
sanding biddes, Jim Noples of Morsches, New
‘Yark, linaly conlacted us, cxplaining that his

quired | baysal M. lang
210 oo folsts, 16 in, 0, &, A ganged 2x10 beaen
rurss through the mideie of B|l.‘ basement and

delay Ly & ieardheath experer
irvobving Lyme discase. W plended with Bim 1o
suben| 4 bid, and he becam
stani

well over whal they could aflord. F
enough, s eauale of pregnancies inlervencd,
and this preject was pal on the Sack burner
while the couple stlended 1o the
Immediate sk of mising a family.
Thase intermitient delays meamt
that wa coubd spend mare time
tweaking the design and thinking
carchulty aboul mazimizng 2 lini-
e budget.

The revised plans reflected the
onginal imerests and ehanging
s o e renwinig ey, s wedl
s the angaing concem kor the hud-

A simple form and & focns on
detalls. With 3 rectungular fool
el amil @ 124012 pitch rouf to
slmplity framing, the exerior of
thin house & enriched by cedar
roofiag asd .w-g. a,-mu-
wtueco caves and the.

o turves, Phote e =1 A a
flocr plan..

P s g A Wostoms

we werg banking e, Mﬂlllmlly. his imgires-
shve references ware verlied, and bis exper-

ol

At Fim's suggestion, iooling Grains were elimi-
o] hecnis he house i sssentaly bailina
nstural sandbax. A full basement cost anly
about $1,200 moee thas the orginaily specilied
crawlspace becaus: eeavilin was s easy giv-
en Ihe sail ype and because the
Iomswark Jan's concret subcan:
wractor used came in lulkheight sec.
tlons amyway. Thee only major add-
ticnai cost far (he exir busement
space was the material cost bor
moee concrete.

Aihough eveatually invalving 2
fairly significant change order, this
Basernent space allawed us 1o ac-
sommadacn & ke playmom lor

prefubsicaled Nseplace
bouse's entry, Mhoto taken ot B on
floor plan.
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88 Fine Homebubding

Comploted: 1
Lowarion: Eastarn Loag Isand, New Yook

Phatos taken at
iettared posifions.

Public spaces, private places. The custom-
Buribed colsmis are struchersl bal also mark
the tramaltion from the high-ceilinged living
rom b the more intimale kchen, oo
and bath areas, Photo taken ot € s lear plas.

the children. Two relatively large windows set
within a large windaw well and a legitmate
stalrway (v, the dimensiontumbes varisty)
wiare added Mnbcmm:mmm

h:sunruluner Ial:mm
Planning for efficient framing and Anish-
Img—Thes rof loem: is 4 steap, symimetrical gabie
(phato p. 36). The 90° angle fommed a8 the ridge
by the 124112 pitch roel is & manginal aming
simpiificalicn, but evenhing helps. Two-bysen
ralters are unirimmed at thei- tails and extond a
full 2 It fram the plate, creating a bmad cver
hang that protects ihe sidewadls and simplifes
IEmming ot Symthetic stucco on the underside
of the eaves and Ir, the gables is bath the fin-
ished srface and the ‘paint® for these anras. Not
having io repaint this srea svery lew yeam s a
I berm coslaving banis.

The probiem with simple rectilineat homes is

allow lor

wersity. W conguesnd thal problem in two wigs.
First, ecause just about haif of the hause (the
Bvingidin ng area) was 1o be double-height




Guast
badroam

_//-:mhn

c

Micralam

Main
badroam

e __CE:]_____

_ Vin. sieel _,)‘

tio rods

Socond floor

A simple

&
Entry secand floor
sin af tha howse, Thi gues! bath on She maein Doar doaliles i
" & powder room whan the homeownars are aotertaining,
A

pace, we needed extra space in the constricied
econd Noor, We simply eantibevered the lloor
aming to accep! a straight extension of the
nal. This featune made room lor a lager bath
pom and bedroom casily accommodaling the
cuple’s wa hoys

As you might predict, head height decreases
henever a rool exends down from & nomal
late hedght, In this ease, a skylight provides
ight relief at one camer of the bedroom, and
ve ather comer of this extended bay lerminates
v a dormer (photo . 36 Although this dormer
s @ relatlvely oo Bem, It's a nice focal
oint, and its rool direels waler and snow away
aim the side door beneath it

The second way we defeated predictabiliy
as with the crestve use of windows. Alhough
lere are a greal many windows for a house af
s size, they are all stock sizes, which helped to
rduci costs. What customizes these windows
re twa simple design tools. The first invobes
anging windows logether either by ‘actory
wiling ar by setting them directly to 2x framing
nmeed out with continuous 54 fat stock, thus
sually Enking them (bottom phota, p. 101}

g Mask Hams

The second method of customization is the
e of custom munting, or divided lies. These
subdivisions between the insulating glass are
mone expensive than snap-in grilles, but the pat:
terns they create ase worth the added cost. In
this cose, cructlorm patterns vsually link the
windows and doors.

Designing a tall space—0tviously. the most
dramatic aspect of the home is the Bving and
dining area {phato p. 97; sidebar p. 1007, With
tall white walls and oversized glazing, there lsa
sense ol enering a space that ks not explicitly
residential in character, but not civic or instilu-
tional, either.

The entryway, rather than hecoming a pro-
gressively enclosing sequence, s really a quick

12 sR
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floor plan. Space for anathar badroam on the
was gained by cantifevecing a dovmar on the east

to odher places (photo [acing page). Plenzy of
il windows open the reom 1o the ouldoors,
and the hearth and the exposed chimney chase
balance the stairway on the other side of the
room, By simplifying the shape af the prefabri-
cated lreplace, we syved considerbly on fram-
ing and trimming and were able to provide two
built-in plywood sided storage boxes within the
fivehox enclosure (phote g, 87)

Columns are structural and transitional—
Two custem4urned columns (A. F. Schwerd
Manufacturing Co., 3215 McClure Ave.. Dept
FH, Pittsburgh, Pa. I5212; 412-756-6822) (photo
facing page) punciuate the highceilinged liv
Ing area. The: comice above these columns s
Euilt with custam-milled largescale cove trim

transition from [agescale culside 1o | L
Inside. The cantilevered gable over the front
door pravides shelter lrom raln and snow.
Atall space such as this one can feel ke a big
box. But ihe stalrway and large columns help
o focus attention at one end aof the room, and
the smaller open spaces for the kichen and halk
way an the sides of the stairwell lead the eye in-

nndd Fscale nature of the space.
The stzirway framed by these columns is a cost-
wifective straight run with painted risers.

This portal maris a transition io the more con:
ventional kitchen and sieeping areas, charac
terized by standard B4t. ceilings and less eabo-
rate trim. The kilchen itself is open to the main
living anea, and the bright-blue cabinetry olfers
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roof siructure further.

The most critical coneern was dealing
‘with the impact of wind on a space as
large as this one, Becouse there ore no
‘wings bultressing this space, three aides
are essentlally unrestralned. In additlon,
the skip sheathing necessary for
ventilating the underside of the cedar
roof shingles 'l as strong as

Engineering a tall space

‘When bailding a three-story-tall space
with a vaulted cefling and 0 wood-
shingled rool, there are Iwo grea
strociural concerns. The first imperative
Is making sure that everything defles
gravity. Two-by-slx balloon-framed
aldewalls, stilfened by four 1%in. by
11%-n. microlam pllasters, eficlently
transfer rool loads down to the
foundntion. The paired microlams are
framed between the doors and the
windows on the opposing walls [Noor
plans p. 99). Continuous 2x10s are let in
1o bath sets of rafters just above the top
plate; sloflor continuous 2a8s are bel In
Just below and on both sides of the rdge.
These steps help to stitfen the wall and | crosses the chimney chase. The chase
Inself s a plywood-sided vertical box
bseam extending up the gable-cnd wall.
The transverse shelf is construcied of
doubled 1%in. by 1640, microlams that
taper tn 8 in. ab the two cormers. The bwo
sldes of the shell are bolted together and
lute and arcund the chase with steel T-
brackets (drawing below). When
cambined wilh some Lin. 16-ga. steel

plywosd [Bomom photo). When
combined with the lebin 2x frambng and
the microlam pilasters, we cssentlally
ereated box beams at the roof and wall
planes and braced the tall walls against
the wind, Neat, o, steel e rnds bolied
ol the top of the microlam pllnsters hold
the walls paraliel. Because there Is such
o loug span, we used steel stays set at an
angle to and suspended from the ceiling
o help defeat the sag thal normally
occurs when a I-in, steel tie Is forced to
span mare than 20 fi. (lop photo).
Finally, we used the fireplace and chase
10 Bl stiffen the gobde-end wall, alosy
wilh a stitfening shelf that ransversely

at the cormers of

engineor Mariia Gehner of Branford,
Connecticut, essentlally had 1o create o
superstiff box.

We sheathed all of the Interlor sarfaces,
Includiog the celling. with "4in. CDX

plywood S0 et

Istand —D. D,

the celling, the wall and the celling ars
extraordinarily stilf and have shown no
muvement whatssever, despite the gale-
Torce winds that oftes buffet Long

A
B-ft. fong stee!
Fin. by 3-in.
T-brackets
driled 4 in. o, c.

Steal bridges the intarsection

Dowbied microlams stiffen the gable-and wall horirontally, and the
C—ﬁll_mﬂﬂ" chase, essentiaily 3 box baam, stiffens the wali verncally. Stee!

g tha and ot the fluo pass through.

Vartical chase built of deubled
2wl framing

Harizantsl shed
built of doubled
Te-in. by 18-in.
microlams

Fine Homehuiding

Relnforcing with plywood and stesl. In
the absence of collar tes, Lin. dia. steel tle

skipsheathed to allow the cedar rool to
breathe, adding another layer of &in. ply-
wood on the Interior of the framing helps 10
atiffens the roaf and walls agninst the wind.
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an expressive contrast to the classical columns
(top photo), And although much of the kitchen
was tabricated on site and is field-painted (thus
saving money), it is still custom-crafted and of-
fers such amenities as pullout toy bins, oversize
nel a builtin dish rack.

ghtly curving range hood echoes the
curved-granite peninsula countertep. Although
the granite countertop had a high initial cost, its
cost per year over its life span compares favor-
ably with less durable plastic laminate.

These curved forms occur throughout both
the interior and the exterior of the house. In a
potentially stark rectangular form such as this
are, curves help to focus attention and add a
sense of centering. The most visible example of
this occurs immediately at the entry, where the
perch ceiling arches over the curved top of the
custom-fabricated, 84t. tall mahogany doorway
{phcto p. 96).

No compromise in finish materials—The
real bottom line is value over time, and the use
of quality finish materials translates into long-
term savings. For example, a wood-shingled roof
has a higher initial cost than its asphaltshingle
counterparl. But here the simple roof shape min-
imized valleys and varations in the surface area,
the number of cul shingles and areas requiring
extensive flashing. The shingle roof’s visual im-
pact 1s undeniable, and it should long outlast
an asphalt roof,

A traditional siding choice in this area of Long
tsland, cedar shingles are a match for the weath-
er in this region, There are less expensive op-
linns available, of course, but the bleached shin-
gles we used on this house require little
maintenance, a cost factor that can add consid-
erable savings over the life of the siructure. Hard-
wond floors are used throughout, and net un-
like the cedarshingled roof and siding, these
floors are more expensive initially but will out-
last carpet or vinyl and can be easily renewed,

Although not all design and building decisicns
can be reduced to a simple cost/benelil iormu-
Ia, keeping sight of long-term economy and utik
ity when making sesthetic decisions can pay
substantial dividends. Finding an experienced
builder with ingenuity and skill is important.
Building small—in this case about 400 5. B less
than typical neighboms—also helps. But in truth it
i the simple footprint and the rationing of hand-
crafted architectural detailing to the public
space that makes this house affordable yet un-
compromised in its materials, a

Duo Dickinson, an architect in Madison, Con-
mectict, i the quthar of Small Houses for the
Next Century (McGrausHill inc., Mew York, N ¥,
second edition, 1995). Photas by Carol Bates ex-
cept whese noved

Bottom phoac this page: Ancree Warmer

A site-built kitchen. Bright-blue cabinetry reflects the owners’ passion for the folk archilecture
of the islands of Greece. The kitchen is open to the living room and dining area, Photo taken at D
on floor plan,

stock sizes of
windows and doors in different patterns creates a custom look on o
limited budget. Photo taken at E on floor plan.

on the wall, Ui

Plenty of
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