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Guest Columnist, Duo Dickinson
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in these economic times will actually

be happy to serve as a low or no cost
purchasing agent, where you can end up
getting furnishings at their cost if you
pay directly.

Similarly real estate agents are willing to
bend over backwards to give you options
and to hunt down properties you're
interested in rather than those that are on
the market. They are also willing to work
with you in terms of the fees they charge.

equipment operating efficiently. It all
comes down to the cost charged by those
selling all things domestic versus the
value received by homeowners. Leveraging
a higher price tag without a genuine,
measurable increase in value created
today's housing market. Charging what
thoughtful and educated people are willing
to pay automatically creates a baseline of
real worth — value versus the auctioneer’s
price tag or whatever herd and hype

will leverage.

Builders are willing to work their schedules
in ways that benefit you versus their most
profitable ways of working.

“Food, shelter and clothing” — the Big three, the “Necessities,”
the essential consumables humans need to survive. When

the economy crashes and family funding ebbs, people still
spend on these three basic sectors — they spend less, but
they spend — strategically.

Realists are preserving the value they have
by buying the goods and services required
to maintain the worth of the money they
have invested in their homes. This “new”
world is actually the oldest paradigm in
economics — a free market economy.

The other type of homeowner who is
spending money is the realist. Sometimes
you simply have to spend some now, or
you will end up spending a lot more later
when the bitter fruits of standing pat
become unavoidable.

People have never stopped spending on their homes. | have
been an architect for 30 years over three of these economic
cycles, and the déja vu is reaching the level of familiarity not
A A seen since the movie Groundhog Day. Each of these low ebbs
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Vacations, hobbies, education and any
number of budgeted expenses have
suddenly become discretionary. All of us
have to live somewhere — the opportunists
will spend and are spending some money
now to realize value. Similarly realists are
paying for work that protects the investment
they have. Billions of dollars are being

revealed that there are two types of spenders during the dark
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___as a condition of a purchase or renovation for siding, windows

or floors. Enhanced aesthetic features, such as an entry porch

|\ i versus a pre-formed plastic lintel over a naked front door, can
' be bargained for.

| . Interms of design services in this market, you can talk fee

=TT DTN Alstlehaclivei you'd like to spend on the design) and see what An architect for aimost 30 years, and co—foundgr of tﬁe
Congress of Residential Architecture, Mr. Dickinson is

. ""'SQrvi'cesiHe~designer can offer based on that. For interior

s _ ' designers, you'"c"ér}ffiéctually press for direct purchases of Contributing Editor in Home Design for Money Magazine

o Hlhut furhishings versus having the interior designer bill you for and is co-host of the 14-part CNN/Money web site series
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A T s Lol design and is the recipient of numerous awards for

residential design including Architectural Record Record
House, Metropolitan Home Met Home Awards and
Connecticut and New York AlA design awards.
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