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You’d swear that Franz and Susan
Pielmeier paid a premium for the striking
one-of-a-kind home they built recently in
Connecticut, but they got by for $90 per
square foot—little more than the cost of a
bare-bones tract house. Working with an
architect who knows how to cut corners
without stinting on style, the Pielmeiers
gained a 2,400-square-foor showplace,
complete with ample romping room for
daughters Katherine and Madeline and a

separate suite for Franz's mother, Paula.
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High on Style

The Pielmeiers’ house perches on 4 natrow, side-sloging ot in & hisoric discrict thar’s
subject 1o srrict design covenanes. To tarn these drawbacks inoo advanmges, archirect Dug

Dickinson came up with s larsg, lean serucnure thar cvoloes the cassic sparencas of an old

New England mestinghouse, with high ceilings, tall windows, and elegandy simple ¢
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design this rerm for smoarr corner-cumting). For instancs, the entire hooee wae grad oo fir

standard buiMding materials, which are genesally inexpensive and easy o install. The width
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of the howse (juse aver 17 feer) approaimates a

standard length for framing lumber (icde wasce,

quick assembly), and its foosprint runs paralle!
with the slape rather than perpendicular 1o it (less

dig

g and backfill). Alko, by nestling agains: the

slope, the basement doubles as a resaining wall
fower landscaping costs), and the main floor
opens to an on-grade deck an the uphill side (no
railings, sueps, or skirting nesded), The resulting
savings offset some savvy splurges, such as high
ceilings, wood windows, and oak floaring

138

To ailerd sohd weod
cabimeny with dovenaibed
iwnery. the Pelmeiens
chenn ready byt rather
than cuatem usiti The
frim is salid-hnet pise
Iransiderably cheagar
than chear pinel. i the
kischen, iy waisec’ dork
ond Enished nateral.

TSR WS an SRS, IR (e




Anoceher side benefie of the home's lang, lean axis is dramatic, space-

wretching incerior visms. They begin right at the front door, where

frgs let roams on the first and second floors share the stairwel

soms and tall windows in the extesior wall pull

in the light At the top o the stairs, snother long vista terminates i

1 deep, windowed bay in the front wall of the master bedroom. This

bay and the one directly under it in the living room rest on angle
braces (much cheaper rhan jogging the foundation). Like the living

ronen, the mastes bedroom feanres o wood-burnisg fcplace, Do

fireplaces use the sume chuse 5o does the honse’ beating systen.

(Mulsiple chases boos framing and trimming coss,)
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High on Style

Budget-friendly refinements give the home’s sim-  and window groupings; and divided-light windows
ple, boxlike shape a solid, substandal feel: narrow- with matching transoms. The main roof area
lap wood siding; a towerlike front entry capped by~ stretches unbroken from front to back, its well-

a bracketed shed roof; brick steps linking the entry ~ proportoned eaves accentuating the structure’s

and the driveway; wide trim on the outside corners sturdy character and simplicity.

a wiz at cutting corners

Seasoned architect Duc Dickinson knows how fo wring extra style and livability from o tight
building budget. Here's a sampling from his repertoire of wollet-friendly ideas.

* Square comers, straight walls, and symmetrical roof pitches (no hips, dormers, or other
appendages) cost far less to build than complicated curves, angles, and jogs.

* A house plan that's sized fo fit stondard dimension lumber eliminates extra cutting and
minimizes woste, and it alse reduces labor costs during the ﬁoming stoge.

* Controctors are a gold mine of information cbout smart material trade-offs and money-
saving construction techniques; open up o their suggestions during the bidding process, and
incorporate their ideas os the design is being twecked and the house is taking shape.

= A tight building schedule can run up the cost. Allowing time during the consiruction phase
for making smart course corrections may save money in the long run, M

Buying information, page 82
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