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Dickinson House
Madison, Connecticut
By Duo Dickinson

What more deserving client can an architect have than  young couple
with limited means who are determined to have n house of their swn?
T this irstanze that young couple hﬂ]‘pﬂ\s Lo cansist of the architest
hirssalf, Dus Diskinson, ard bis wife Lis & law student. And luckDy
Dickingan belipves that “whea there 1s less quantity, you ean up the
queality of your fforts. .. The limits are Ehera

Limits Dickinson had in sbundance. A tight badget sot anly limited
the eize of what be ecald build, bat U Jot that Best met his priee and
loeation eriteria, a subdivision of the hackyard of an existing bouse, was
wetlunds—tines the frse floor had to be 20 feet above mean high water,
nny basement walls would kave (o ba hydrostatically deslgmed, and an
expensive seplic system was peeded. Further adding to costs, 100 feet
of Indge had to be blasted for utility lines. Becange of the lat's
Fraximity to the seller’s house, s style and 2 sightiing restriction had
b considered. And n north-facing view heating
[mnpenctical. Balancing the Breitatinss were a superk beation—on, but
kidden from, the main road of & desimble Conneeticut shars tewn. A
uperh vigw—of six aeres of salt marsh, & pea of reads tal, changes
with the seazons. And superb trees—three ancient white oaks and one
grand old maple that are home to sountlece hirds,

True to his word, Dickinson did find these lismiations liberating. He
ereated n house that has been variously described ns nn ark, & covernd
bridge, & doghoose and & car wash—a& simple gable-roofed rectangie
eantilaverad out aver two bearing walls that 1ift it to the height of the
‘white cak brenches (and dispanse with the expensive basemenat). Tts 55
foat length was derived from 184neh framing modules; itn 20-foot width
from uncut 2 x 10 joists. The ark azulogy i ap, for oot ¢oe ich of
spaee hag been wasted: the two-story lving room & just loag enoegh to
avid being perceived s a shaft; the galley kitchen has just esough
spaoe for two cocks to colkborste; minimam sjpuce bas been devoted o
cleacts aend hath, Yet the effoct in nat confinlng. A majer nxis allows the
eve to trave! the full 3-foot length of the hause. The nautical tightness
af the kitchen und affice erens merely emphasizes the exuborant
vertial spaces to the north and soath, The oversize windows draw the
eye up and out. And the entry, carport, and deck sdd 300 square foet of
useable space to the bowse's 1,100 square feat of Anished, heated space.

Tha Dickinaon hoises i shont the same sise 4s the condominiam snits
many yeung eouples buy theso days. Dickinson wishes they realized
they could afford mare; he's eves writing 2 book about small houses. 5o
it was with great gles that be reportd that condominicm anits with o
view are selling far §135,000 in his towr. His bouse, incleding land,
came to SLS000. N G. G
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The focal point of the living room is
the surprizging interior wse af an
ardinary bay window (opposite),
wirich lends seale to the expanse of
shear wall used to stiffen the open
area. Other scale-giving devices in
the lfving room, which is 21 feet high
at its peak, include an 18-foot-wide
ahelf (top left), which also kides o
steel rod reinforcing the north wall:
a whimsically decorated fireplace
that, according to Dickinson,
“mediates between the size of the
Surniture and the size of the space”:
and exts ide b b o Jods

areas relegeted (o a lof? and public
areas below. Healing is zoned so that
the north-facing rooms can be closed
aff from the south-facing affice and
bedroom to save warmth, To expand
the howse, Dickinson would either
extend the loft along the enst wall,
turning the fireplace area into an
inglenoak, or build a two-bedroam
tower alongside the house.

Dickinson House
Madison, Comnecticut
Uwners:

that wrap around all apenings
becanse, says the architect, "theres
something about a framed opening
that seems to make furniture more
comjfortable. " The dual-career affice
aren tucked under the sleeping loft
on the south side of the house is
shown at bottom right. Floor plans
(previons page) show the simplicity
af the entive scheme, with private
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