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Small Wonder

A little house that lives large

by Steven Mumford
and Joseph Bochm

For some, trophy homes and mini mansions are
all the rage, but, old-fashioned as it may sound, we still believe
that good things come in small packages. C'mon in.

We'll show you the biggest small house you've ever seen.

Built in coop with 5k k Builders, Indianapolis, Indiana, and the Portland Cemant Assaciation.
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Small Wonder

Measuring just 1,530 square feer,
this custom-baile bundle of won-

ders proves the “more” isn't jusz

the product of length rimes

width. Site up the design with a

carefal eve amd y see the
techniques we used m make 3

smaller sgace live big.

wme with

Ings to ease the squecze

Then, we stretched the space

g areas connected and

Hidden surprises
# L abound. Undarfoat &
une anocher. Finally, we added larg <
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peivase

j0s in back for cxr

These aren't i I the eve. By usin

Fpace econo an odvonced inpdated

buasics—a full-se 3 fini m, an Sirate v ey
[See poge 144 for

2 ome unexpected surprises turther debeda )

likee 3 mud re and a sanny breakfast nock.

Large windows kees the hovae attned 1o in
el woeded sumsundings. Tesserns e
mdvanioge of he vertual wpaces [lef) while
banks ol French dosrs off he living roam and
matter st belowd ober aroeas ts large
private peicn, T avclr sk, s e 96
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Small Wonder

Eliminating rooms i the sasiest
way to reallocace space in smaller
honses, and the formal dining
room is often the first to go. Bur
this plan makes no soch merie
fce—serving up areas for both
Eormal and infarmal dining.

Th create an elegant and formal
dining room in the middle of this
apen floor glan, archizect Den
Dickinson designed an overhead
sEnecture s set the ronm's boundaries without walling ic

in. Step under the srched swactsre and you knaw you've
entered 3 special space. A change in Boor serfaces, from
stained concrete to wool carpet, aids the transinion.
Half walls aksa help ser the dining roven apart from the
living room and kirchen. Beoween the dining raom and
Kitchen, the wall sseps up ta form s wll counter that cn
be used w shurtle food back and forth berween the
rooms. On the kivchen side (op), it fesnores built-in
appliznce garages thar proside exira countertop storage.



Open living areas aside, this house Hn'e
witheut peivate retreats. The master bed-
room, for example, & practcally a house
within » howse. Here, 25 in the main living
spaces, tall windows with ransoms, high
cellings, and easy acoess w the outdoors
masinize the rocm's spacioas feel

Swing open the French doors and you'll
find yourself an the mastes suitels privare
pain. Ir's 8 perfect place to jump-start the
momming with a breath of ssmmer-fresh ai,
o to wrap up the day a5 the sun and rem-
peratures begin w fall

Since few peaple make whirlpocl baths o
prart of their daily routine, we washed can-
wention down the drain and builr 3 kuari-
ons shower inseead of a nub. The shewer
fesrures 3 sear, 4 conventional mrassaging
shower head, s perscnal hand-held sprayer,
and four body jews thar shoot scoching
waner froen the sides. (There’s a nob in the
secand hath for die-hard ssakers. )
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A If you could

see through the
maintenance-free
synthetic stucco,

you'd discover an
advanced concrete wall
system. Steel-reinforced
polystyrene blocks
were stacked to form
the walls, then filled
with concrete. The foam
forms stay in place,
adding insulating value
and superior sound
dampening qualities,
while the concrete
inside makes the
structure exceptionally
sturdy.

B} We used precast
concrete architectural
details, such as

this exterior molding,
to add custom
touches to the home's
classical architecture
both inside and out.

C) Concrete was also
used to mimic natural
materials such as
slate patio floors and
the stone retaining
walls. The floors were
poured in place, then
stamped with o
pattern. After they
dried, a penetrating
chemical fint was
added to match the

color of the roof.

D) The thick wall
system makes for 10-

Small Wonder

Project contributors:

Cabinetry: UliraCraft.

Windows: Andersen Windows.
Furniture: Century. Solid-Surface
Material: Avonite. Appliances:
Whirlpool. Tile: TileCera. Plumbing

I Lo d Bed:

PP American "
Floor Heating: Heat'\Way. Eniry Doors:
Peachtree, Lighting: Progress Lighting.
Carpet: Karaston. Built-In Furniture:
Techline. Paint: Sherwin-Williams.
Columns: Stromberg's Architectural
Products. Roof: Elk Corp.
Exterior Finish System: Finestone.

inch-deep window sills
that can be used as
shelves or plant ledges.

E) Inside, the entry
floors are stained
concrete. Underneath,
a radiant-floor
heating system
chases off the chill.

Concrete product contributors:
Concrete: Indiana Ready Mixed
Association/Portland Cement
Association. Precast Architectural
Details: Stone Legends.

Modular Masonry Fireplace: Isokern.
Decorative Concrete Walls ond Floors:
Increte Systems, Inc. A

Buying information, page 96
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