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A CORA Position Paper

Preamble

We, the undersigned, believe that all architects, and the institutions that support,
reflect and regulate the profession of architecture must acknowledge its present
distressed state. There has been a long term drift of the profession away from
social relevance and public credibility and the consequences of that drift have
become critically evident in the present economic climate.

The present state offers an opportunity to reform and renew the organizations and
regulations that have not adequately responded to a diminished perception of our
profession’s worth and effectiveness. Institutions and organizations did not create
the current conditions, but there are ways we feel that the policies of the AIA, the
curricula of architectural academia, the requirements for licensure, the regulations
that define our practice and the editorial focus of the professional press can be
changed to reverse the present course that has compromised our profession’s role
in creating buildings of value on every level.

Problems and Opportunities

The national level of the AIA has been too inwardly focused, self-serving and
large-firm based in its orientation. The majority of architectural offices are small
and residential practice as a distinct discipline has not had a commensurate focus
by the AIA or academia.

The act of licensure has become a test of perseverance rather than reflective of
knowledge, creativity and competence. There is a wide disparity among state
requirements, especially with regard to continuing education. Continuing
education provides programs that are often of dubious value, and are often
motivated by profit and corporate interest rather than offering meaningful insights.

A parallel system of professional standing — LEED accreditation - has developed
without being integrated with the licensure of architects. Architects have always
been the creative leaders in defining, promoting and innovating sustainable
principles as an issue of design - and licensure should reflect that.

Architectural academia and journalism have generally narrowed the focus of their
curricula and editorial policy to personalities and abstract formal expression. This
lack of inclusive diversity has hurt the image of our profession to potential
consumers of our service - disastrous at any time, but especially in a time of
economic distress.
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All levels of government have responded to society’s increasing perception of our profession’s growing
irrelevancy by creating an ever-tightening web of regulatory oversight, especially in the field of
residential design. The perceived compromised capacity of architects to provide holistic, relevant
building design has allowed government to sanction alternatives to the use of licensed architects.

A Call to Action

There are new directions that would help us to re-establish our credibility. We believe that these actions
will create a climate where architects have the best opportunity to create better buildings and residential
communities. We implore the associated institutions to consider the following:

1) That architects be recognized as critical to the building regulatory approval process based on a
national determination of clear legal status for all building professions including but not limited to the
practices of architecture, landscape architecture, structural engineering, interior design, and residential
design.

2) That alternative forms of practice integrating allied disciplines (e.g. landscape architecture, interior
design, environmental engineering, and construction) should be encouraged in academic curricula and
institutions that support our profession, such as the AIA.

3) That Continuing Education or Professional Practice Certification requirements should be
administered only by institutions accredited to confer professional degrees in architecture or by the
NCARB with consistent national standards applicable across all states, and that pro bono work,
teaching, or mentoring be sanctioned alternatives for Continuing Education requirements for licensure.

4) That all licensed architects should be conferred legal status equivalent to LEED accreditation as part
of their licensure, with NCARB, NAAB, and the AIA working together to promote and provide
equivalent sustainability standards independent of LEED accreditation.

5) That the NAAB and ACSA should include enhanced requirements for base curriculum for school
accreditation that includes enhanced environmental literacy and requires mentoring, internship and
building experience of students with licensed architects in the tradition of apprenticeship before a
professional degree is conferred.

6) That the AIA should re-allocate its national budget to facilitate regional gatherings, versus national,
by streamlining its headquarters staff and downsizing its national committee structure.

7) That all institutions that support our profession, including the AIA and its local chapters, should
recognize residential architecture as a unique discipline.

8) The NAAB and the AIA should advocate for inclusive diversity of all aspects of design and
methodology in education curricula and publication.
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It is imperative that this message has the greatest ability to effect change when it is presented at the AIA
National Convention in June, and we seek your support. Therefore, we ask you to endorse this message
by sending Duo Dickinson an email at duo.dickinson@snet.net as soon as possible. With your help, we

can affect change to the larger, less responsive organizations that represent us.

We need to hear from you as soon as possible, so please post your comments here at CORAgroups at
http://coragroups.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=3 &t=1088 &start=0 or e-mail Duo at

duo.dickinson @snet.net, with your thoughts, questions or comments.

Respectfully,

Mollie Ackner, AIA, NCARB
Daniel Alter, AIA
Paul Adams, AIA LEED AP

José Aguilar-Garcia, RIBA, ARB, COAVN,

COAM

Franziska Amacher, RA, LEED AP, BSA
Dante Amato, AIA NCARB LEED AP
Eric C. Anderson, AIA

David Andreozzi AIA, CORA, CRAN,
Liaison between CORA & CRAN
Charles E. Anthony, AIA, NCARB
Christopher Arelt, AIA

David Arkin AIA, LEED AP

Patricia Baldo

Rick Balkins

Nasrin A. Barbee, AIA

C. Alina Bartlett

Thomas Battcock-Emerson, RA, CORA
Jeff Berkus, AIA

David R Berner NCARB

Paul R.Bilgen, AIA, NCARB

Edward Bing ATA

Jason Birl, RA

Neil Bletsch, RA, LEED AP

Fred Blome, AIA, LEED AP, CGBP
Hallie Myers Bowie, RA

Jay Bright, AIA

Peter Brinkerhoff AIA LEED-AP

Ken Brogno, AIA LEED AP

Brad Brown, AIA

L. Vance Browning

David Brussart, Providence Journal
Amy E.C. Burke

Craig Buttner, AIA

Linda Truesdell Byun, R.A.

Russell Campaigne. RA

Joseph P. Campanella, AIA, LEED AP
Gail Carley, RA

Dwayne Carruth, RA

Tony Case ATA

Teresita Chao, AIA, NCARB, CORA

Lee Chapin, R.A.

Ross Chapin, AIA

Peter Chapman, Hon. AIA

Nung Chong, RA

Terry Cline, RA

Timothy L. Clites, AIA, LEED AP
Perry Cofield, AIA

David Coleman, RA

Phillip Comeau, Architect, NCARB
John Connell, AIA, LEED, CORA, CRAN
Gerald Couto, AIA

R. Craig Cox, AIA

Tim Culvahouse, FAIA

Lindsay Daniel, RA, NCARB, CORA
Eric Inman Daum, AIA, NCARB
Robert Dean, RA

John DeForest, AIA, CORA

Bud Deitrich, AIA, ALA, NCARB
Carol J. De Tine AIA

William W. Denny, RA

Dirk DeVault, AIA

John M Devitt AIA, CORA

Duo Dickinson AIA, CORA, NCARB
Mark Dierkers, RA, CORA, NCARB
Stuart L. Disston, AIA

Alfredo De Vido, FAIA, CORA
Anthony S. DiProperzio. AIA
Chris Dorman, AIA

Ryan Duebber, AIA LEED AP
Kathryn Duff, RA

Don Duffy, AIA

Jeremiah Eck FAIA, CORA
Thomas D. Edwards

Tom Egan CORA

Lonny Emanuelson, RA

Alice M. Emmons, RA, LEED AP
Patricia K. Emmons, AIA, CORA
Jim Estes, FAIA

Matthew Evans, RA

Steve Falk, AIA, CORA, NCARB
David Fenster, AIA



Jan Fillinger, AIA, LEED AP

Scott D. Fiorentino AIA, LEED AP
Janice Finein

Criag Fisher, RA

David Knolen Fisher, AIA

William J. Fleming NCARB, LEED AP
Kathleen Flynn, AIA

R. Daniel Fogle, RA

Bill Ford

David Foster, RA

Christopher D. Frank, AIA, LEED AP, NCARB
Dick Freimuth

Robert S Frew AIA PhD

Jarod M. Galvin, AIA, LEED AP
Larry W. Garnett, FAIBD

Carrie L. Gault, RA

Ray Gecas

Michael Geraghty, RA

Jim Gleeson, RA

Jan Gleysteen, AIA

Wayne L. Good, FAIA

Carl J. Gramentz, FARA

Randy Grange AIA LEED AP
Milton Gregory Grew, AIA
Michael Griffith SARA, CORA
Ramesh Gulatee

Robert M. Gurney, RA

Re Hagele, RA, LEED AP

Dwight Haldeman, AIA, CCS, NCARB
Lee Kathleen Hall, RA, LEED AP
Steve Hamilton, RA

Russell Hamlet, AIA, LEED AP-
BD&C+HOMES, CSBA

Paul M. Hannan, AIA,

Aaron Henderson, AIA, NCARB
Terrence G. Heinlein, AIA, NCARB
Morgan H. Helfrich, Assoc. AIA
John C Henry AIA, NCARB

Lee A. Hill, ATA

Richard C. Holden, FARA

Cheryl Hughes

Justin A. Humphreys, AIA, NCARB, LEED
AP

Kenneth E. Hurd, AIA LEED-AP
Joseph Hurley, AIA

Katie Hutchison, RA

Jay B. Huyett III, AIA

Celeste Hynick, RA, LEED GA
Susan Ingham, RA

Meral Iskir, ATA

Tim Jeckering, RA

John H. Jones, AIA

David G. Johnson, AIA, LEED AP
James Edwin Johnson, RA, CORA
Fred Johnson

Rob Johnson, AIA

Tom Johnson, AIA, NCARB

John Harrison Jones

Samuel Jacob Kachmar, ATA
Stephen Kay, AIA, NCARB, LEED-AP
Eileen Kelly

Philip S. Kennedy-Grant, FAIA
Howard Kent, RA, NCARB

Geoff Kesler, RA

Chuck Kibler, AIA, CORA

Maurice R. King

Laszlo Kiss, RA

Robert Knight, AIA

Ken Koense, AIA, NCARB

Tasos Kokoris, AIA

Jeffrey Krausse, A.L. A.

Scott LaBenz AIA, LEED AP

Jean Rehkamp Larson, AIA

Jerry Larson Sr., EATIA

Greg La Vardera, RA

Don Lee, RA

Robert J. Lemmen AIA, NCARB
Garry Leonard ATA

Mark R. LePage, AIA, LEED AP
Erik Lerner AIA, CGBP, LEED AP
Tom M. Lesko, RA

Paul R. Lessard, NCARB

Cinda K. Lester, AIA, AICP

Kent A. Lineberger / AIA

J.Carson Looney, FAIA

Paul Macht, AIA

Eleanor C. MacKay AIA, LEED AP ID+C
David R. MacLean, RA, NCARB
Glen MacWilliams

D Jarret Magbee

Benjamin Maguire, Associate AIA
Lydia Marshall

David Jonathan Massa AIA

W. Travis Mattingly, AIA LEED AP
Dave Maxum

Alan Mayer, ATA

John McConnell, RA

Leo Mc Cormack, AIA Emeritus, NCARB
Diane Thomas McCort, AIA, NCARB
Mark Mclnturff, FATA



Ana McKernan

McKee Patterson, AIA

Robert Medan, AIA

Gretchen Ann Meili, AIA, NCARB
Barry E. Milowitz, FARA, AIA, NCARB
Robert Wilson Mobley, ATA

Bruce Monighan, ATA

Francesco Montillo AIA, RA

Dale Mulfinger, FAIA

Mark Nedzbala, AIA

David Neiman, ATA

Rick Nelson, Associate AIA, CSI
Joseph Nichols, ATA

Brandon Nicholson, AIA, LEED AP
Robert Nickerson Jr., AIA

Susan Woodward Notkins, AIA
Michael Novick AIA

Benjamin Nutter, AIA

Eric Odor, AIA, LEED AP

Doug Okun

John Onken RIBA, Intl. Assoc. AIA
Robert Orr, RA

Dale Paegelow, AIA, NCARB
Jamee Parish, AIA

Keith A. Palma, AIA, LEED, AP
Kevin M. Paul, AIA, LEED AP
Peter L Pfeiffer, FAIA

Shawn Glen Pierson, RA

Patrick L. Pinnell AIA CNU APA
Susan Plant, RA

Pamela D. Powell, AIA, NCARB
Andrew Pressman, FAIA

Bogna W. Pro, RA

Mark S. Queripel, AIA CID, NCARB
Gaetano Ragusa, AIA NCARB
Cooter Ramsey, AIA

Dominick J. Ranieri, RA
Christopher Raphael RA

Simi Razavian, LEED AP, CGBP, CNE
Robert Reno, AIA

R J Reynolds, ATA

Jeffrey A. Roberts, LEED AP

Jack K. Rogers, AIA

David Salmela

Edward J. Shannon, AIA/LEED GA
Elizabeth Schuncke. AIA

Raymond L. Sheedy, Associate AIA
Janet Shenk, AIA

Frank Shirley, RA, CORA

Allan Shope, RA

Richard Shugar AIA, LEED AP

Mark Siemieniec, RA

Mark A. Silva, RA

Michael M. Simpson, RA, PP, LEED AP

Rob Sierzega, AIA

Ashli T. Slawter, RA

Patrick Slayter, RA

Elisabeth Sloan, RA

Catherine Smith Architect, LLC

Kay Barned-Smith, ATA

Leo Smith AIA

St. John Smith, AIA

Michael Soraci, Associate AIA, LEED AP

Howard Spector, RA

Alan Stagaard, AIA, NCARB, CORA

Kirk Stathes AIA

Mary Otis Stevens, AIA

John L. Stewart AIA, CORA, CGBP

President San Mateo County AIA

David W. Stirling, AIA

Dave Stuhlsatz AIA

Steven D. Svetlik, AIA

Robert Swinburne, AIA, NCARB,
LEED AP

Peter Tart, RA

Manuel Tavares, RA

Bil Taylor, ATA, CRAN

Richard Taylor, AIA

Kevin E. Uniacke, AIA, LEED AP

Edrick vanBeuzekom, AIA, LEED AP

David Varnish AIA

Douglas C. Velsor, RA, AIA

Jerry Veverka AIA

Sandra Vlock AIA, LEED AP

Richard F. Wachter II, RA

Mark R. Wallace, AIA, NCARB

Carter J Warr, AIA, CSI, NCARB

Jonathan Weaver RA

Dennis Wedlick, AIA

Theresa Weinheimer, RA

Wendy Welton, RA

Don West, RA

Gregory Wharton, AIA, LEED, NCARB,

RIBA

Timothy F. White, RA

Glenn Williams, RA, NCARB

James Wilson, Assoc. AIA

Barbara Winslow OWA, CORA

George Daniel Wittman, RA

Shelly Wood Ziegelman, AIA, LEED AP



Beth Worell AIA, LEED AP
Mark Wright, NCARB
James Wurscher, AIA, NCARB






