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taking baths needn’t be

big. To illustrate the
point, we challenged
two talented young

architects to create the

Ovol Erbroce oo

An ivory-white update of PG Sonely Sarem

the curvy, chromey baths Rt
of the '20s and '30s with ideas to help you

make your own dream
bath take shape,
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ha curvy, chromey, pristinely white bathrooms
of tha '20s, "30s, ond '40s are born ogain in
Connecticut architect Duo Dickinson's vory-white
update, like o bar of soop fresh from the wrapper,
his sleekly sculptural spaces invite you to unwind,
Their shapely planes make a perfact foil tar the
undulating arcs in American Standord's Flatner

Collection, turning o simple act like washing your

hands into @ soul-satisfying ritual,
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A rich layaring of
farms ballns the
bath's simple

[ The plon Fits o sesple 113 1 3-beat
rnctangyle, Smesping curves and thenges of
level delivar swodptural dromo.
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POWER GRD

aving trouble getting squared oway in the
morning? Minneapolis architect Sarch Suson-
ka's anfidete for a.m. fuzziness is an elegant
grid of frosted glass, ceramic file, and honey-
hued birch, Waorking with Kohler Company's
Fillow Talk fxtures and fittings, she concocted
a scheme thot hos bockbone: a spinelike cen-
fral “hall” that sarves alcoves of octivity
Boxed beams overhead lend punch to the or-
derly porceling of spaces.
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[ As arth interplay of squarss and
retorles divides this beth inte separate
ity areas along @ cenal axis.

"The bathroom & unigue becouse
#t's that private place where peaple
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continued from page 75

he two baths on the preceding pages show how even a modest-size bathroom
can be architecturally innovative and exciting. Should you hire a design pro to build
that kind of excitement into your own dream bath? To help you decide, architects
Sarah Susanka and Duo Dickinson discuss the examples they created.

What design chal-
lenges do you usually
face when remodel-
ing a bath?

§5: In remodeling, one
often deals with rather
constricted spaces. For
example, a very com-
mon scenario is that
somebody wants to
take their master bedroom closet and
make it into a master bath. In older
homes those spaces frequently have
sloped roofs, so you have to be very
creative about how you utilize the
square footage.

DD: The biggest problem in remodel-
ing a bath is that it's like trying to fit
10 pounds of sugar into a S-pound
sack, Always there are too many fea-
tures and physical movements that
have to be accommodated within ex-
isting space. And if you decide to ex-
pand the space, you automatically
have to expand the budget.

What inspired the design for your
Better Homes and Gardens® bath?
§S: The stylistic inspiration was Prai-
rie School architecture. I really like
working with wood a lot. I think it
lends a natural warmth and it's a ma-
terial that’s easy to install. Also, the
idea of alcoves of activity: you have a
central walkway through the space,
with alcoves or pockets that open off
that space.

DD: What triggered the design of my
bath was the whirlpool tub. For any
bath, there are two radically different
sources of inspiration. The first is to
pick out the fixture or material that
you really love and have the rest of the
bath sing in harmony with that. The
other is to let everything be blissfully
ignorant of ing else.

76

Does it make sense to lavish archi-

tectural richness on a small bath?
§5: Absolutely. Bathrooms are one of
the reasons people buy houses. An
eye-catching bathroom may be what
sells the house.

pD: The big rationale is that you
spend a lot of time in the bath. Where
else do you spend quiet time alone
doing simple, fundamental tasks that
compel you to look at your surround-
ings with a still, thoughtful mindset?
What are the least costly ways to
gain drama and impact in a modest-
size bath?

§S: One way is special tile designs,
and another is the way you use win-
dows. Also, I try to make internal
views very interesting. That tends to
make spaces feel bigger and more de-
lightful to be in.

DD: The least costly way is to use mir-
rors. Also, anything that doesn’t sub-
divide the bath spaces, that allows
them to share light and air. Maybe the
shower or sink wall doesn’t go clear to
the ceiling. Level changes work well,
too—if you can make the floor move
around a little, it creates a much rich-
er visual experience.

Are there any general rules regard-
ing how much you should spendon a
bath remodel?

$S: A minimum figure is about
$5,000, and the sky's the limit. There
really is no set ratio between the cost
of the bath and the cost of your house,
because everyone has a different no-
tion of how important a nice hath-
room is in their lives,

DD: If you find that the
square-foot price ex-
ceeds 3200, pull back
and make sure you're
happy with all the fea-
tures you've included.
Above  $200, what
you're paying for are op-
tions, not essentials:
shapes that are hard to
build, surfaces that are really expen-
sive to put in. Baths are exquisitely
idiosyncratic. You should have exact-
ly what you want. It’s just like buying
underwear; why would you want to
buy underwear that doesn’t feel good
on you?

If the budget is tight, which bath
luxuries are really worth splurging
for?

$5: I've discovered over the years that
bathrooms are incredibly personal
spaces. We all have very different atti-
tudes about bathrooms, and likewise
about what they should contain.
Those who are perfectly happy with a
5% 7 bath can't imagine why anybody
would want to build a 12 X 16 bath. So
this is a very difficult question to an-
swer. But one thing I wouldn’t scrimp
on is windows. I'm a strong believer in
natural light and ventilation in the
bathroom. Also, I'd do some special
things with tile. I love to play with tile,
and if you're even a little bit daring
with color you can really add an enor-
mous amount to the bathroom.

DD: The one thing you should splurge
for is to accommodate exactly your
routine and nothing else. For exam-
ple, if you're a total neatnik and can't
handle grout lines, splurge for pol-
ished stone. Don't splurge to impress
your neighbors; you'll just spend mon-
ey on things they'll see only once. I
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