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th its quaine village green and stately old homes, Longmeadow, Massa-

‘ R { chusetts, is the kind of New England town that can seem frozen in time.

That steeped-in-history quality is one of the things thar Mark Bean and his

wile, Kate Freeman, value about the place—and abour the rambling 1720 Colonial

they boughe there six years ago. soon-to-be-married couple admired the house's

period details, like the arched center portico with sunburse transom (added in the

1830s). And they figured the house's 4,800 square feet could comfortably accom-
muodate their blended family, which would include four kids.

Afrer living there for 2 few years, however, the couple realized that juse beeause

a lovely old house is big doesn’t mean it will work for contemporary living. They

found the layour chopped up into too many small, often paorly connected spaces.

For instance, an undersized side entrance opened right into the cramped kitchen.

And the family room was virtually inaceessible from che high-traffic arcas of the
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ADDING A MUDROOM

The first step in improving the house’s low was creating a conve-
nient and inviring entrance, Although the residence features a formsal
front entry and hall, the family most often used a small side door,
which led from the driveway to the kitchen. Unfortunately, the door
opened right into the breakfase nauk, custing inwe table space and
inwviring wintry drafts. To solve this problem, Dickinson added a
200-square-foot bump-out off the kicchen to serve as a mudroom,
and built 2 new side encrance off of it.

Tea tie this addirion o the house's existing architecture, Dickin-
son adkded 3 columncd portico to the exrerion, with curves that echo
those of the mai 4 creared a marching por-
Fien on an existing entry on the other side of the house, as well.) The
e ceiling of the portico extends inside ro the mud-
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CREATING A FUNCTIONAL KITCHEN
Despite the space freed up by the relocari
and side enery, the kitchen was still too smal
some space from the house’s underurilized fam By remov-
ing a partition wall that separared it from the kitchen, he was able
v crears a large L-shaped space where the family can cook, car,
or just hang out.
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history: One has a notch cut in the side and anorher sports a
coat of whitewash. And the old wood floors pulled up from the
kitchen and family room were used to line the walls of Mark’s new
attic study. When a door or hardware was removed from one spot,
it was placed in another,

One of the kitchen’s most dramatic features, however, is new:
a bow-front built-in that serves as Kate’s mini home office. Not
only does the paneled unit cleverly hide the headroom from the
relocated basement stairs, but more important, says Kate, it con-
ceals the clutter that would have otherwise accumulated on the
kitchen counter. “I always had that pile of pens and paper next to
the phone that looked horrendous,” she says. “Now I don’t have
to look at it.” Pockets on one of the doors hold the family’s mail,
while cork boards on the other hold event calendars and theater
tickers; there are even file drawers that slide out at floor level.

|

OPENING UP THE SECOND FLOOR

One half of the upstairs was a warren of former servants’ quar-
ters. “We walked back there maybe three times in our first four
years in the house,” says Kate. To make the space more usable,
Dickinson removed the interior walls to create a large recreation
room that can grow with the needs of cthe family. Architectural ele-
ments like the trio of arched windows are set off by the simplicity
of the beadboard-faced built-in storage units that line the walls
and open up to reveal everything from books and an entertain-
ment center to a full bathroom. At the top of the stairs (leading
up from the garage), there’s even a laundry center. After spending
the day gardening, says Mark, “I can just come up here and throw
everything in the wash.”

Elsewhere on the second floor, an expanded master suite was
made possible by annexing an adjoining small bedroom. It is
accessed through a stone-tiled van-
ity area and backs up to a large
walk-in closet. The master bed-
room’s existing closer was converted
into a water closet rimmed with
mahogany paneling.

Now the family enjoys both the
gracious feel of the 18th-century
structure and plenty of modern
amenities. Says Dickinson, “We were
able to bring in some concepts that
didn’t exist a few decades ago—the
kitchen as a place to socialize, a lux-
urious master suite, the home
office—without sticking our tongues
out at the old house.” =

LeFT: The second-floor recreation room
has built-in storage on three walls for
toys, games, and even a washer and
dryer. The fourth wall holds a bank of
windows salvaged from a church in
Maine; the center one is a door that
leads to an enclosed pmrb j:fst .’Je}mm.l'.
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